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EDITORIAL 


The Trew Tuich-Stane: 
The Written Word Of God 


This phrase in its old Scottish spelling is taken 
from the supplication made by the Convention of 
the Kirk of Scotland to the Queen’s Majesty and 
the most honorable Privy Council in the year 1562. 
The purpose of the phrase was to demand that the 
Queen and Council test on the one hand the Re- 
formed and on the other hand the Roman Church 
by “the true touchstone of the written Word of 
God’’—and support that one which conforms to 
this test. 


The Church of Knox, of Melville, of Hender- 
son, and Witherspoon, and of Palmer can stand this 
test. God blessed and honored them on this basis. 
What are we doing with the Church they were 
privileged to found and build on this foundation? 
Are we still testing our proposals by the Word, or 
have we forgotten the true touchstone ? 


Our last General Assembly and our current pres- 
byteries are making a minor modification in the 
Larger Catechism. The modification in itself is a 
detail, but the sad thing is that the change is not 
being made to bring the Catechisms into closer con- 
formity with the written Word. The change is be- 
ing made despite the fact that the present statement 
is in accord with First John and with our Lord’s 
own teaching on the unpardonable sin. It is a case 
where we are using the system of doctrine as our 
alleged canon by which to modify our Standards, 
rather than using the written Word as the true 
touchstone. We are making the Standards depend 


on our understanding of the system of doctrine, | 


rather than on the Bible. 


Ordination of women as elders is being agitated. 
Again the most serious aspect of the matter is not 
the detail, but the ground on which it is being 
pushed. We have invited the proponents to set forth 


the exegetical ground of their proposal. Not a 
word has been forthcoming endeavoring to show 
that the proposal is biblical. Instead we hear about 
democracy, the abilities and education of women, 


the example of the U.S.A. Church. What is the 


true touchstone ? 


Pictures of Christ are being used as worship cen- 
ters or as aids to worship, without first considering 
whether or not this is the Church’s teaching on the 
Second Commandment, or the fact that God has 
lifted the living Christ to His own right hand as 
the true center for Christian worship and that this 
saving Lord dwells in our hearts by faith. 


Now we read the proposal of one of our most 
important Boards for a new chapter in the Con- 
fession on Marriage and Divorce. By what touch- 
stone is this matter to be settled? The Church is 
committed to the doctrine that the final judge is 
the Holy Spirit speaking in the Word. Is this re- 
vision based on such an appeal, or on the custom 
of many ministers in disregarding the teaching of 
the Church and the suggestion that the doctrine 
of the church be revised to conform to the lowered 
practise? We are sure that the distinguished mem- 
bers of this Board voted unanimously for this action 
in good intention, but either we do not fully un- 
derstand their proposals or else (in our opinion) 
they have not realized all the implications of their 
own suggestions Does the insistence upon repeated 
forgiveness of “gross and persistent unfaithfulness,” 
the maintenance of the union in spite of such physi- 


cal and spiritual infidelities mean that the Church 


insists upon the continuance of a repeatedly adulter- 
ous marriage? Or does the authorization to remarry 
the guilty party (however grievous that guilt) mean 
that the Church is lowering her testimony to the 
sanctity of the marriage vow and the heinousness 
of breaches of the seventh commandment? One 
wonders just how the Board expects a minister to 


weigh the quality of the applicant’s faith, con- 


trition and purpose now or determine that he is an 
honest child of God whose sin is forgiven? God 
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reads the heart. If man is to try, ought not this 
to be committed to a court of the Church? Disci- 
pline is not an individual but a joint power. Most 
of all we wonder whether the revision brings the 
testimony of the Church into closer conformity to 


“the true touchstone of the Written Word of God.”’ 


‘“‘Whosoever shall put away his wife, except 
it be for fornication, and shall marry another 
committeth adultery; and whosoever marrieth 
her that is put away doth commit adultery.” 
(Mt. 19:9 cf. Mt. 5:32). 

‘“‘Now I have written unto you not to keep 
company, if any man that is called a brother 
be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or 
a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; 
with such an one no not to eat.””’ (I Cor. 5:11). 


—Wnm.C.R. 


The Christian Scholar’s Dilemma— 
Whom Shall He Honor? 


Last week we discussed the dilemma of the aver- 
age Christian in these davs when God's Word is 
questioned or denied and when that attitude is 
transmitted in the class room, from the pulpit and 
in the writings of individuals. Shall he, for the sake 
of a supposed peace, honor man or shall he honor 
(God’s Word? Shall he consider the individual more 
worthy of honor or, where there is disagreement, 
shall he put the Scriptures first? 


We will now try to discuss something of the 
dilemma with which the scholar of our day ts faced. 
To ignore its reality is to be utterly unrealistic. To 
demand faith without reason is to be unfair. There- 
fore it is our hope to show some of the underlying 
causes for the present dilemma and to point out 
what may be the only way out. 


While there are, of course, exceptions it is true 
that the average scholar within the Church is con- 
fused by the momentum of a godly ancestry. Ameria 
owes much to her natural resources and to the 
sound principles of democracy on which our govern- 
ment was founded. But, she owes infinitely more to 
the fact that the men who founded our nation had, 
by and large, a profound respect for and faith in 
God and His Word. Out of this faith came great 
colleges and universities, founded for the specific 
purpose of giving secular education on the one hand 
and imparting Christian truth on the other. That 
most of these institutions have today departed from 
the latter objective and actually become pagan is 
but a sorry and tragic example of devolution, (or 
devilution if you prefer). 


But, it is a demonstrable fact that our godly an- 
cestry did give momentum to America and our way 


of life which has carried us far. Because of this we 
believe some scholars have confused momentum with 
inherent and continuous progress and feel that all 
is well and will continue to be well even though we 
may depart from the “hide bound” and Bible- 
believing faith of our forebears. 


Another dilemma of the present-day scholar may 
be his background. It is not enough to have an “in- 
herited Christianity,” as precious as it is to have 
been born in a Christian home and to have come 
under the influence and guidance of Christian par- 
ents. “God has no grandchildren” is a profound 
truth; each individual ultimately stands or falls on 
the basis of his own personal faith in Jesus Christ. 
It can prove both confusing and dangerous to con- 
fuse the ethics and the moral attitudes which are 
the fruit of an inherited Christianity with those 
vital experiences of an imparted righteousness which 
comes only by being born again. 


Another cause for dilemma is the obvious sincer- 
ity and zeal for social righteousness and justice on 
the part of men who have renounced or even never 
known the implications of the historic evangelical 
Christian faith. If these men can be so exemplary 
in their personal lives and so much concerned for 
the welfare of their fellowmen why not recognize 
that there may be many ways to God, not just the 
narrow way defined in the Scriptures and by most 
of the creeds of Christianity? 


Then too, there is the dilemma posed by the 
weight of numbers. Anyone conversant with the 
writings of living scholars will agree that the ma- 
jority of these men no longer accept the view of the 
plenary inspiration of the Scriptures. The fact that 
many are but repeating the “findings” of other 
scholars does not decrease their numbers although it 
does raise serious questions as to their own scholar- 
ship. But. it is also true that many men who have 
every right to be considered scholars in their par- 
ticular field look with scorn on the view that the 
Bible does more than contain Goad’s word. To take 
issue with such men presents a serious dilemma 
and the decision rests solely on whether one shall 
put reason above revelation. Of this more later on. 


Another dilemma of the scholar is the confusion 
within the ranks of the scholars themselves. There 
are few indeed who are willing to throw out the 
entire Scriptural record but diverse opinions by men 
of equal scholarship and piety is both amusing and 
tragic. One scholar says he believes in the virgin 
birth of our Lord but rejects the bodily resurrec- 
tion. Another rejects the records of our Lord’s 
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miracles but stoutly affirms his faith in His vicarious 
atonement for our sins. Another denies the super- 
natural in the Scriptures but accepts the work of the 
Holy Spirit in the life of the individual for today. 
By combining the teachings of most scholars one can 
find human grounds for accepting or rejecting prac- 
tically all the great doctrines of historic Christian- 
ity. 

How shall the scholar of today resolve his dilem- 
ma? The issue is one which has faced men in every 
succeeding generation and one which is only too 
rarely faced. It involves not simply submission of 
one’s heart and body to God, a submission which is 
actually a step of faith. It also means a submission 
of mind to the One Who is Wisdom. Consider the 
“evidences” against the view that God through His 
Holy Spirit so directed the various writers of His 
Word as to keep them from error. Geology, astron- 
omy, linguistics, archaeology and the other branches 
of science, while constantly broadening, deepening 
and changing have yet to disprove the truthfulness 
of God’s Word. That which was an “assured find- 
ing of science” of yesterday is often an “exploded 
theory” today. The teaching which has done most 
in the immediate past and which continues today to 
be used to discredit the Bible is the theory of evolu- 
tion. But the proofs of this hypothesis are further 
away today than since the time of Darwin him- 
self and some scientists are now flatly asserting 
that the first three chapters of Genesis are the most 
scientific statements we have as to the origin of 
this world and of man himself. 


How can the scholar approach the Bible today’ 
While there are many scientific facts the truthful- 
ness of which can be demonstrated, there are other 
things which have to be accepted on faith. It is 
neither scholarly nor scientific to always apply 
natural laws when dealing with matters of the 
Spirit. Nicodemus tried to do this and came face 
to face with the fact that spiritual truths transcend 
natural explanations. 


It is not asking too much to stop letting the 
scholars speak for the Bible and let the Bible speak 
for itself. It is not being unreasonable to ask the 
Holy Spirit to reveal truth which human wisdom 
can never unravel. It is using a scientific approach 
to look at the simple lives of men and women who 
have taken and who now take God at his word, not 
always understanding but nevertheless believing 
in faith, and to compare them with those who would 
rationalize and explain away the clear statements 
of the Bible, and to see who it is that has peace of 
heart, strength for today, direction for living and 
hope for eternity. That the Bible claims to be fully 
inspired has to be admitted by those who still deny 
the fact. That the New Testament writers so re- 
garded the Old Testament Scriptures is obvious 
even to those who think they were wrong. If the 
Bible claims for itself such trustworthiness it would 
seem that man, no matter how great his scholarship, 
would think twice before taking issue. And yet, 
he does. 


“a 


The dilemma of the modern scholar is not to be 
resolved by appealing to the scholarship of others. 
He faces the necessity of denying the Word itself. 
While over the centuries there have crept in minor 
differences and variations through transmissions and 
transcriptions, it is not these differences which are 
at issue. Rather it is whether the historic facts and 
spiritual truths to be found in God’s Word are 
to be accepted as stated. There is a cliche which 
states, “A thing is not true because the Bible says 
so, but the Bible says so because it is true.”” One 
can read this as he may wish but the real issue is 
whether the Scriptural records are to be accepted as 
truth or falsehood. If it is a human book and men 
distorted their writings to perpetrate pious frauds, 
or to perpetuate what they personally would like 
for others to think, then the Bible is not worthy of 
man’s taith. On the other hand, if God’s Holy 
Spirit moved men to write, He certainly moved 
them to write that which was true. We are told 
that God spoke at sundry times and in di.ers man- 
ners by the prophets. The question is not how He 
did this but whether He actually did speak through 
the prophets as stated. To say that He did not so 
speak, or that He gave them an untrue revelation 
is presumption, not scholarship. The dilemma is: 
shall I believe God or man; shall I accept as true 
the adverse statements of man or shall I believe 


God’s Word? 


But, the modern scholar also faces the dilemma 
of rejecting a great volume of scholarly literature 
which most ably maintains the plenary inspiration 
of the Scriptures. Warfield, Wilson, Dabney, 
Machen, McPheeters and a host of others of the 
immediate past generation, men whose scholarship 
has not been excelled and rarely equalled, are to be 
had for the reading and they are sustained by an 
able group of living scholars today. Before us as we 
write are books by these men and by some of the 
most liberal and modernistic writers of our day. 
The attitude of approach to God’s Word is so start- 
lingly different that it should give us all pause. The 
conservative scholar approached the Bible with rev- 
erence and with obvious dependence on the teach- 
ing and the leading of the Holy Spirit. The radical, 
on the other hand, proceeds to handle the Book with 
open criticism, disdain and some even blasphem- 
ously. To the scholar who sincerely wishes to know 
the truth the dilemma remains: shall he honor man 


or shall he honor God’s Word? 


Another dilemma of the scholar is the effect 
which radical or critical teaching has on the men 
who accept it. Paul, by the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit, speaks of the Bible as the ‘Sword of the 
Spirit.. When a man believes that he has a defec- 
tive weapon he will not use it with power. He may 
become a great orator, Church administrator, or- 
ganizer and exceedingly popular. He may preach 
homilies and even sermons with appeal to the con- 
science but they will lack the power to convict of 
sin and to win sinners to confession and repentance. 
He will in large measure have to depend on or- 
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ganizations and programs to give the desired signs 
of progress. There is an obvious reason for this; the 
Holy Spirit is grieved when the Word is denied, 
either in the heart or in outward ministry. 


This discussion has to do, of course, with the 
situation in Protestantism, and this in itself pre- 
sents a dilemma. Roman Catholicism has been no- 
torious for its restriction of the circulation and use 
of the Bible. In enlightened countries, such as 
America, Catholics are permitted to have Bibles 
but the Church reserves the right to interpret the 
Bible for her followers. On the other hand the 
basis and the strength of historic Protestantism has 
been an open Bible for all; a Book accepted as the 
Word of God, inspired fully by the Holy Spirit 
and therefore interpreted to individual hearts by 
the same Spirit. From this viewpoint modern schol- 
arship has departed until we find multiplied state- 
ments such as: 


“The claim for Christianity is often made 
that it is the ‘faith once for all delivered to 
the saints.’ To the student of history such a 
claim is not only false; it is positively ab- 
surd” ... “The authors (of the four gospels), 
no one of whom was himself an eyewitness of 
the events recorded...” ... “The Bethlehem 
stories, regardless of their homiletic beauty, 
apparently rest upon no historical foundation, 
but must be regarded as pure legend ... they 
are mutually exclusive, contradicting each 
other at every point” . “ ... the whole 
story of the contact of Jesus and John was 
the creation of later Christian thinking.” Of 
Jesus we are told that He “assumed the role 
of prophet” and that He passed through a re- 
action of doubt and questioning ... “This we 
can assume from the common experience of 
mankind.”” His “reputed miracles” are ques- 
tioned and “That he formally called twelve 
men and then conferred upon them especial 
powers is perhaps doubtful.’’ One more quo- 
tation: “II Peter is a superficial highfalutin 
attempt to write elegantly by one who con- 
stantly displays a complete lack of even fun- 
damental! honesty.” 


By these quotations given simply as an illustratian 
of the “findings” of modern scholars, plus the thou- 
sands of others available, the combined effect is to 
practically destroy the entire Word of God. Such 
teaching is absolutely incompatible with historic 
Protestant Christianity and with the continuance 
of the evangelical Christian faith. 


The Christian scholar therefore faces a dilemma 
because he cannot remain neutral. Either he accepts 
or rejects the record. He has to decide whether hu- 
man reason is to be placed above divine revelation 
or not. He has to decide whether his faith is to 
stand in the wisdom of men, or in the power of God. 
He has to admit or reject the statement of Scrip- 
ture that “the natural (unregenerate) man receiv- 
eth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are 
foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, 
because they are spiritually discerned.” 


Finally, the dilemma of the scholar cannot be 


solved by argument and this discussion makes no 
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attempt to resolve the problem in that way. We be- 
lieve there is but one solution and we believe it is an 
absolute and effective one: the humbling of one’s 
heart and mind before Almighty God, asking that 
faith shall transcend reason, that the Holy Spirit 
shall teach, rather than human wisdom, and that 
the God Who has given us this record shall also 
give us a witness in our hearts that this record of 
historical facts and divine truths is absolutely 
TRUSTWORTHY. “For what if some did not 
believe? shall their unbelief make the faith of God 
without effect? God forbid: yea, let God be true, 
but every mana liar; AS IT IS WRITTEN, That 
thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, and might- 
est overcome when thou art judged.” 


—L.N.B. 


Rambling In Ephesians - VJ 
Fifth Study 
Chapter 4:17 - 5:20 


Our Wack IN THe Wor tp: “That ye hence- 
forth walk not as other Gentiles walk”: 4:17. 
“Other Gentiles” may well ‘represent the world. 
The Church is a body of people taken out of the 
world. We are to come out and be separate from 
the world. Jesus prayed that we might be “in the 
world,” but “not of the world.” How are we to 
walk in the world? 


1. Walk differently; “not as other Gentiles 
walk.’’ How are these “other Gentiles walking?” 
Paul gives a very vivid description of their way 
of life: ‘vanity of their mind”; “all is vanity,” said 
Solomon, after trying all the different things of 
the world: “understanding darkened,” “alienated 
from the life of God”; “ignorance’’; “blindness” ; 
“past feeling,” (callous and hardhearted); “las- 
civiousness’; ‘“‘uncleanness’’ (greedy to practice 
every kind of uncleanness). Here is one of Paul’s 
terrible descriptions of sin in the world; another 
is found in the first chapter of Romans. If you will 
read the newspapers you will find that this old 
world has not changed. 


“Ye have not so learned Christ.” Then he ex- 
horts them to “put off” all these filthy rags of the 
old nature, and “put on” the beautiful robes which 
hecome us as Christians. (Study carefully these two 
lists). He closes the chapter with this striking con- 
trast: “Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, 
and clamor, and evil speaking, be put away from 
you, with all malice: And be ye kind one to an- 
other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even 
as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.” 


2. “Walk in love”; followers of God as dear 
children, as Christ also hath loved us. This will 
keep us from the awful sins mentioned in verses 
3-6 and will also keep us from-being overtaken by 


the wrath of God which comes these “chil- 
dren of disobedience.” The world is a world of 
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hatred; “hateful, and hating one another.’ We, as 
followers of the God of love, and of Christ, Who 
loved us and gave Himself for us, are to “walk in 
love.” 


3. “Walk as children of light.’”’ Sin and dark- 
ness are almost synonymous. The fruits of darkness 
and the fruits of light are as different as night and 
day. “For the fruit of the Spirit (light) is in all 
yoodness and righteousness and truth.” “And have 
no fellowship with the unfruitful works of dark- 
ness, but rather reprove them.” “For it is a shame 
even to speak of those things which are done of 
them in secret.”” If we are to be “the light of the 
world,”’ we must walk as children of light. ‘To walk 
in darkness is to defeat the very purpose of our 
being in the world. 


4+. “Walk circumspectly,” ‘not as fools, but as 
wise.” We are living in a very foolish world; we 
must ‘“‘redeem the time,” or “buy up the oppor- 
tunity,” because the days are evil. The height of 
wisdom is to “understand the will of the Lord. 
How wise that would make all of us! Be not drunk 
with wine, but filled with the Spirit. Our nation, 
with all its boasted wisdom, is drinking itself drunk 
at the very time when sober thinking is most need- 
ed. Our world is a world of folly. Think of war, 
and strong drink, and selfishness and greed, and 
all the other follies of which the world is guilty. 
We Christians need the wisdom which comes down 
from above in an age like ours. 


5. “Walk jovfully”: We live in a world of sor- 
row and sadness, of blood, sweat, and tears. Sorrow 
follows sin as echo follows sound; on and on and 
ON. We are to be “singing and making melody in 
our hearts to the Lord.’ We have reasons for 
song. The Lord hath done great things for us 
whereof we are glad. We have every reason to give 
thanks to God, and sing praises unto His name. 


We are to walk in the world even as He walked. 
Jesus lived in the same world as the one we live 
in. He was “in the world,” but He was “not of the 
world.” We represent our dear Master; are we 
good witnesses ? 


Let us wear the jewels and the beautiful robes 
we have as sharers in the unsearchable riches of 
Christ, so that “other Gentiles’’ may be won to 
Him, other sinners may be saved. 


Editorials - Advertising 
And News 


In the due course of time, THE JOURNAL has 
come in for its share of difficulty and criticism aris- 
ing from a common journalistic nemesis: the con- 
fusion of editorial policy with factual news reports 
and with advertising appearing in its pages. 


This tri-cornered cap is by no means one worn 
solely by THe JOURNAL, nor is it one which is 
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easily kept in shape. It requires frequent blocking 
and careful consideration. 


But for several months, a more urgent need 
has been felt for a clear-cut statement of lines along 
which these three departments are separated and 
lines along which they are related. 


First, the ordinary newspaper or news magazine 
faces few of the problems common to church papers. 
‘To carry this point farther, the liberal church paper 
does not face some of the problems which the self- 
acknowledged conservative paper inherits. 


‘There can be no editorial compromise on those 
matters of faith and belief which brought THE 
JOURNAL into being. Indeed, none is desired, for 
this paper has never felt that a breakdown in prin- 
ciples for the sake of so-called harmony and peace 
has ever accomplished anything but a breakdown. 


To be “intellectually honest” (to use a_ phrase 
with a great many meanings) in the presentation of 
church news, THE JoURNAL has always felt that 
by a straight reporting in its Church News section 
of things as they are, as they occur, without color- 
ing them to be as we would like for things to be, it 
could give the Church at large, free and un-dis- 
colored news facts. 


There is already enough printed under the name 
of news that is of editorial quality. There is too 
much printed under the guise of fact that is fiction 
and -worse. It is indeed sad that a great deal of the 
truth we print in our church news items relates 
conditions and events we and a great many other 
Presbyterians deplore. But we would not for one 
minute join any movement to edit this or omit that 
when this and that are news items which are vital 
to the knowledge of our readers concerning their 
church, 


Read the news, to get the facts. Editorials are 
written to give you our interpretation of the news. 
That is the purpose of any magazine’s editorials. 


A news report does not necessarily carry with it 
the editorial approval of THE JoURNAL. We try to 
reserve our opinions and sentiments for the editorial 
section. By doing so, we feel that we are giving a 
larger and much needed service to the Church. 


Honesty and ordinary journalistic ethics (not to 
mention the demands of Christianity) demand this 
of any publication. How unfortunate that there are 
all too many secular and church papers which ig- 
nore and violate this primary principle. 


Advertising, of course, presents for every pub- 
lisher a more difficult problem and the lines of de- 
marcation cannot be drawn as clearly or as sharply. 


When THE JourNaAL first accepted advertising, 
its column space was available only to our own 
denominational agencies. Later, both as a service 
to our readers and in an earnest effort to provide 
a Southern medium for worthwhile products, such 
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as top level Christian literature, vestments and 
pulpit and church furnishings as well as church- 
related colleges, we accepted advertising from these 
clients. 


Someone asks, how can [THr JOURNAL accept 
advertising from seminaries and church colleges 
and church agencies at the same time it is eriticizing 
some of them in its editorials? How can these things 
be reconciled ? 


THE JOURNAL has been critical of certain ele- 
ments in the administration of our Chureh, It has 
found much in our colleges that needs rectifying. 
In attempting to look out across our Church with 
an honest eye, it has not been able to ignore what 
is there. 


In reply to such questions, it must be remembered 
that THe JOURNAL is not attacking the institution 
of the Church, nor the proper and functioning agen- 
cies of the Church. We do not say that because 
there is trouble and unbelief and sin in the lives of 
people who are charged with responsibility in the 
running of our Church, that the Church must be 
destroyed, 


But when certain persons are employed who can- 
not accept the tenets of the Christian faith, without 
reservation, certain policies inaugurated that deny 
to the Lord his proper place as Head of the Church. 
THE JOURNAL feels a_ responsibility to God to 
itemize these circumstances and to call for remedial 
action, 


‘Therefore, while we deplore and decry some polli- 
cies and some people attaching to the name of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church, we do not feel that 
the Lord who is Head of the Church would have 
us seek to destroy it or hamper its actions taken 
tor His Name’s honor and glory. 


Therefore we accept advertising which publicizes 


the work of the Church. 


This should not be taken as a token of THE 
JouRNAL’s willingness to accept every advertising 
of every item by every board or college or publish- 
ing house. Repeatedly, the editorial policy of THe 
JOURNAL as well as the advertising policies have 
made it necessary to refuse advertising of certain 
books, certain meetings, certain occasions. 


With an editorial policy, springing as it does 
from the convictions of the editors, that cannot com- 
promise, THE JOURNAL endeavors to give out 
church news without coloring it and has adopted an 
edvertising policy which must remain to a degrce 
elastic, meeting conditions as they arise. 


Advertising we may refuse tomorrow morning 
may prove acceptable two years, three years or 20) 
vears from now as the circumstances alter the cases. 


We accept advertising from our boards and some 
of our colleges because they are part and parcel of 
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What It Costs A Jew To 
Become A Christian 


When a Gentile joins a church it is usually be- 
cause he is encouraged to do so by his family and 
friends, minister, Sunday School teacher and others. 
There is seldom any objection. 


What about a Jew? Is there any objection?’ 


In my early teens when I was attending the 
Academy I had a boy friend, a Jew. One day he 
asked me if I knew what would happen if he be- 
came a Christian. I said, No, I did not know. He 
replied: My father and mother, brothers and sisters, 
uncles and aunts and others of the family would go 
to the Synagogue and have a funeral service for me 
as though I were dead. After that if any of them 
met me face to face they would not speak to me or 
look at me. Do we wonder that there are no more 
conversions among the Jews? It is most difficult to 
approach a Jew to bring him to Jesus. 


Yet because it is so difficult does that excuse us 
for not trying to bring them to Jesus and to pray 
for them ? 


I have often thought of this incident as I have 
grown older. I understand now more clearly what 
Jesus meant when He said: He that loveth father or 
mother more than me is not worthy of me. 


An effort is being made to get some of our Pres- 
byteries to overture the Assembly to set aside one 
Sunday out of the year to pray for the Jews’ con- 
version and to consider the spiritual aspects of the 
Jewish question, not the political. It seems to me 
that we owe this to the Jews, for our Saviour was a 
Jew, the foreign missionaries that started out from 
the early Church to contact the Gentiles were Jews, 
the Bible that we have was written mostly by Jews. 


We have the Emmanuel Center in Baltimore, 
Md., which is conducted by our Church and the 
U.S.A. Church. This mission is doing a good work. 
But how about our other large cities where there 
are so many Jews and we have made no effort to 
bring them to Jesus. What will Jesus say at the last 
great day! 


our Church. At the same time we do not hesitate to 
imperil their accounts with us by openly and active- 
ly seeking to bring about a correction of what we 
feel to be their faults. 


Being human, we have made some mistakes in 
these matters. Undoubtedly, we shall make other 
mistakes. But we do not believe that anyone who 
will take the time to discover what is the editorial 
policy of THE JouRNAL will be in doubt as to 
where this journal has taken its stand in the main- 
stream of Christianity. —A.D.R. 
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The Atoning 


Work 


By The Rev. William Megginson 


STAUNTON, Va. 


It may seem presumptuous of me, and probably 
is, that I should venture to write on the atonement, 
when so many of the scholars of the world have 
treated it. Many of these writings I have read and 
endeavored to digest, but I must confess that the 
position many take, that the atonement consisted 
alone in the physical sufferings of Christ, has not 
satisfied me. 


Did Christ suffer in His physical or divine nature, 
or both? 


I accept the Bible as its own interpreter. Let us see 
what the Scriptures say. 


I. I feel that Christ suffered in both His human 
and divine natures, that of His divine nature prob- 
ably more than in His human nature. 


1. His human sufferings were great, but others 
have suffered as greatly. For example Ridley, Lati- 
mer and Cranmer in England and many other Chris- 
tians martyrs in the inquisition and other places. 


2. It is clear to me that no physical suffering 
could atone for the sin of the soul. There is a tre- 
mendous difference between sin and sins. As I un- 
derstand and believe, sin is the corruption of the 
whole nature and is a heart condition, while sins are 
overt acts which flow from that sinful nature. 


3. It therefore appears that sin is a spiritual thing 
and sinful acts are the outcroppings of what is in- 
side. “The soul that sinneth, is shall die.” “Out of 
the Aeart come forth evil thoughts, murders, adult- 
eries, fornication, thefts, false witness, railings: these 
are the things which defile the man.” (Mt. 15:19-20, 
A. R. V.) 


II]. That the sufferings of Christ in His divine na- 
ture is Certain, is taught in several passages of the 
Word. 


1. He said, “My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even 
unto death.” (Mt. 13:34.) “It pleased Jehovah to 
bruise him, he hath put him to grief: when thou 


Christ 


shalt make his sow/ an offering for sin, etc.” (Is. 


53:10). 


2. In the garden He prayed “If it be possible, let 
this cup pass from me.” This cry could not possibly 
have been because of the contemplation of mere phys- 
ical death. Who can accuse Him of being a coward? 
Many men have bravely faced death. Ridley, who 
was burned at the stake, bathed in the flame the hand 
with which he had previously signed a recantation. 
There surely was something much deeper and more 
trying than mere physical death. 


3. Why the sweat “as great drops of blood” and 
the agony in the garden? Were these because He 
cringed before the awful physical sufferings of the 
cross? My judgment is that he began to realize, if 
not experience, the weight and polution of the sin 
of the world which was being placed upon Him. “He 
bore the iniquity of us all.” When the polution, the 
meanness, the deviltry and filth of the human race 
was laid upon him, (see Rom. 1:24-32 for some 
detail) no wonder that His sinless soul revolted. 


There is no illustration that I have been able to 
muster, nor have I seen one, which will adequately 
describe such a condition. Some glimpse of it may 
be gotten by considering a pure, refined, delicate 
young girl who is called to face her nature changed 
into a hog, and destined to live in a pig sty with 
swine, with all its filth, while retaining her original 
nature. Some such illustration will help us to under- 
stand why His soul revolted at the prospect of having 
the filth of the human race placed upon Him. “Up- 
on Him was laid the iniquity of us all.” The dignity 
of His person made His sacrifice adequate for full 
atonement for the iniquity of the whole human race. 
It was Christ who died. 


4. His wail on the cross, “My God, my God, why 
hast Thou forsaken me?” (Mt. 27:46) seems to 
indicate that the Father withdrew His presence from 
Him, temporarily. This wail fulfilled at least two 
or three passages of phophesy concerning Him. “He 
trod the wine press alone.” “All we, like sheep, have 
gone astray, we have turned every one to his own 
way and Jehovah hath /aid on him the iniquity of us 
all.” (Is. 53:6.) 


4. The verse int Pet. 2:24, which I have quoted 
many times, “Who his own self bare our sins in his 
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own body on the tree,” evidently includes both body 
and spirit, as they were united while He was suffer- 
ing on the cross. Another prophecy is appropriate 
here, “Surely he hath borne our griefs and carried 
our sorrows, yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten 
of Jehovah and afflicted. But he was wounded for 
our transgressions, he was bruised for our imiquities; 
the chastisement of our peace was upon Him, and 
with his stripes we are healed.” (Is. 53:4-5, A. R. V.) 


1 am persuaded that while there was great physical 
suffering upon the part of the Son of God, the spir- 
itual allie ering of His Holy soul was greater. When 
the vileness and overt wickedness of the world of 
men was laid upon His Holy soul there is no won- 
der that it revolted. 


Like many other brave men, Jesus could have faced 
mere physical death without shrinking. As said 
above, Jesus was no coward. But it is an entirely 
different matter when He, “Who was holy, undefiled 
and separate from sinners” experienced the weight, 
the pollution and vileness of all men’s sins laid up- 
on Him. 


As I see it, this view only can account for His 
agony in the garden and His expressions concerning 
the sorrow of His soul. 


This view also explains the temporary withdrawal 
of the presence of the Father while Jesus was on the 
cross, as “Thou art of purer eyes that to behold evil, 
and canst not look on iniquity.” Hab. 2:13. 


A Living Investment 
in American Youth 


e Christian Education Building High Moral Values 
© Fully Accredited; In Liberal Arts Tradition 
© Military Training for Reserve Commissions 


Presbyterian College 
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Begin the Church Year Right! 
Begin it with THE JOURNAL. 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR JUNE 1 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Christ's Standard Of Moral Purity 


Scripture: Exodus 20:14; Matthew 5:8, 
13-16, 27-32; Mark 10:2-12; Luke 2:40. De- 
votional Reading: Ephesians 5:1-10. 


There are two closely allied topics which stand out in the lesson for today: 
(2) sanctity of the home. In our Devotional Reading, 
Christian which might be summed up in two characteristic 


(1) personal purity, and 


Paul vives some directions and exhortations for the 


expressions: walk in love; walk as children of 


light. Love and light will drive out the uncleanness of our hearts and lives. Love will keep us from forni- 
cation, uncleanness, and covetousness. It will seal our lips so that all filthiness and foolish talking and jest- 


ing will be excluded. It will open our lips with 
thanksgiving and praise. He warns us very solemnly 
that moral impurity keeps us from having any in- 
heritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God, 
and places us among those upon whom the wrath 
of God comes, among the children of disobedience. 


Impurity loves the darkness. When our deeds 
are evil we do not come to the light. If we walk 
in the light we will keep our lives pure. The fruit 
of light is goodness, righteousness and truth. Only 
such a life is acceptable unto the Lord. 
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Our Scripture today combines the two thoughts 
of personal purity and the sacredness of the home. 
Surely no lesson is more sorely needed than the one 
before us for our consideration. The whole tone 
of our national life has sunk to an all-time low as 
far as moral purity is concerned. There is hardly a 
secular magazine in our country, even the ones 
that are looked upon as the cleanest and best, which 
does not contain some immoral suggestion. Then 
when we see the indecent display of all sorts of 
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‘‘sex-appeal” publications, we are led to wonder if 
there will be any pure minds and hearts left, or any 
homes which are not contaminated. I go into the 
hospitals and see these magazines being read by the 
patients, and I see them scattered around in many 
homes where the young people can feed their minds 
on this filth. Is it any wonder that so many of our 
teen-age boys and girls are led astray’ When | was 
a boy the Youth’s Companion and similar publica- 
tions were in our homes. The wave of dishonesty 
and crime is appalling, but this wave of impurity 
threatens to destroy the foundations of social and 
family life. There are some spots in America which 
already resemble Sodom and Gomorrah. 


The Command: 
“Thou shalt not commit adultery’: 


Exodus 20:14 


What is the meaning of this command? QOur 
Catechism gives a good definition which summar- 
izes the teaching of the Scripture. ‘““The seventh 
commandment requireth the preservation of our 
own and our neighbor’s chastity, in heart, speech, 
and behavior’. “The seventh commandment for- 
biddeth all unchaste thoughts, words, and actions.” 
This commandment, if kept, would clean up both 
the personal life, and the home. Its first, and pri- 
mary, application would protect and purify the 
home, and its deeper application would protect and 
purify the heart. 


Il. The Pure in Heart: 
Matthew 5:8 


‘“Bessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see 
God.” God is Holy; without holiness no man can 
see Him. 


Keep thy heart with all diligence, for out of it 
are the issues of life. Just as the heart in our phy- 
sical bodies is the source of life, so the “hidden 
man of the heart”’ is the source of our spiritual life. 
If the fountain-head is contaminated, the stream is 
bound to be impure. You cannot get good whole- 
some water out of a germ-infected well. I tried 
that once, and had to spend about six weeks in 
bed with typhoid fever. Let this be our constant 
prayer, ‘Create within me a clean heart, O God”’; 
‘‘Wash me, and J shall be whiter than snow.” 


The heart in the Scriptures often stands for the 
whole of our spiritual life; intellect, will, feelings, 
imagination, etc., and we can readily see that when 
these are corrupted, the whole man is defiled. Here 
is the great danger from the rotten literature which 
is flooding our country, much of it forbidden in 
Canada and England. When we allow, and even 
encourage, the pollution of the minds of our young 
people, how do we expect their lives to be pure, or 
their homes sacred? 


III. Salt and Light: 
Matthew 5:13-16 


Both are good antiseptics. Salt and Light purify. 
We hear and read a great deal about germicidal 
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lamps: sunshine destroys disease germs: a doctor 
once told me that salt water was one of the very 
best things to use constantly to prevent infection. 
Christians are called in these verses the salt of the 
earth and the light of the world. We are to purify, 
and keep pure, the world in which we live; our in- 
fluence must counteract the immorality and im- 
purity of a sin-soaked, germ-infected race. 


The salt must not lose its saltness; the light must 
burn brightly. Often in Church history we find 
that the Church lost most of its savor, and its light 
became very dim. In such periods of depression the 
church has had little influence on the world. One 
of these sad times was just before the Reformation; 
another, just before the Great Awakening in Eng- 
land under the Wesleys and Whittield. The Greek 
Catholic Church lost much of its salt and light in 
Russia and provided an excuse for Communism 
and atheism. In France the same thing was true and 
the French Revolution resulted. If Modernism, 
Unitarianism, takes possession of the Protestant 
Church, we may well expect similar consequences. 
The two most worthless things in the world are 
salt that has no saltness, and a light that fails to 
burn. When a light bulb in our home burns out, 
we throw it away. Jesus warns the Seven Churches 
that He will “remove their lampstand,” unless they 
remain true to Him. Many “burned-out churches” 
have been thrown away. 


Christians are in the world as a purifying force. 
If we do not fulfill our mission, then we become 
stumbling-blocks and hindrances. 


Il. Adultery in Heart and Home: 
Matthew 5:27-32; Mark 10:2-12 


The Pharisees were formalists: to keep the letter 
of the law was enough for them; the spirit of the 
law, its deeper meaning, mattered not. Jesus teaches 
that adultery is committed when the desire is in the 
heart. Of course, the following up the desire would 
be werse. 


His teaching about divorce makes many adulter- 
ers out of many who can claim innocence as far as 
the law of the land is concerned, for in some states 
a divorce may be obtained for almost any reason. 
A news commentator said recently that the only 
thing you have to prove in Hollywood in order to 
get divorced, is that you are married. 


The law of God from creation is very clear: 
what, therefore, God has joined together, let not 
man put asunder. God permitted divorce among 
the Israelites because of the hardness of their hearts, 
but from the beginning God’s plan for the home 
was for one man and one woman to be united in 
marriage for life. 


One of the saddest marks of our moral and spir- 
itual degeneration in this country is our growing di- 
vorce rate. It has reached scandalous and shameful 
proportions and there seems no end to it. Only a 
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deep spiritual revival can stem the tide and restore 


the integrity and purity of our homes, 


The adulterous desire in the heart is the cause 
usually of divorce in the home: the one follows the 
other. Many excuses, and reasons are given to the 
court, but the real reason is almost certainly some 
other man or woman. Adultery breaks into the 
heart before it breaks up the home, Guard against 
the desire, and pray for a pure heart, 


I. The Growth of a Pure Child: 
The Lord Jesus: Luke 2:40 


At first sight there seems little connection be- 
tween this verse and our general topic for today. 
When we place it in the setting of the home life 
of the Child Jesus, its connection is clear. 


Nazareth was a wicked town. How could the 
Child Jesus grow up in such a place and not be 
contaminated by the immoral atmosphere of His 
surroundings? This is the pressing problem which 
confronts many Christian parents in our day. We 
want our children to be kept pure in heart and life. 
They have to face all kinds of temptations, hear 
all sorts of stories. In many high schools the moral 
conditions are very bad. 

The antidote for the poisonous atmosphere of 
some schools, and most of the social life of our time, 
is to have a heavenly atmosphere in the home. I feel 
sure that Mary and Joseph had such a home. This 
is the human side, but it is an important side. God 
was protecting His Son in a supernatural way, I 
am sure, and “the grace of God was upon Him.” 
Pray that this same “grace” may keep your child 
and your home, 


YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JUNE 1 


REV. H. LAWRENCE LOVE, JR. 


How Old Are You? 


How old are you? ‘This question is not directed toward the number of years you have lived, but is in- 
tended to stimulate your thinking with regard to your spiritual maturity (or immaturity, as the case may 
be). In spiritual things “age’’ is not considered with regard to time, but rather considers our growth in 
Christ. Let’s think the question through, and then examine ourselves to determine our “age.”’ First of all, 
we must be sure we exist! You don’t begin to compute a person’s age before they are born; and certainly 


we can’t begin to measure a person’s spiritual ma- 
turity until first they are born of the Spirit. You 
can’t grow spiritually until vou have been born 
spiritually. 


Suppose someone were to say to you, “How old is 
vour little brother?” when you have no little broth- 
er’ Wouldn’t it sound silly? Well, it is just as 
foolish for us to try and measure our age spiritually 
if we have not received life from above through 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as a personal saviour. 


Now let’s consider our original question with 
regard to our “age,” assuming that we have been 
born again. May each heart hear the question, and 
may each seek an honest answer. 


One way to determine our spiritual growth is to 
see if we have availed ourselves of the means of 
growth. Peter says, ““As newborn babes, desire the 
sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow there- 
by.” Have we fed our souls upon the word of God? 
If not, we have not advanced very far in spiritual 
things. Paul tells us that “Faith cometh by hear- 
ing, and hearing by the word of God.” We cannot 
be strong spiritually unless we are strong in faith, 
and to be strong in faith we must feed upon the 
milk and then upon the meat of the Word. 


We could never grow physically, indeed, we 
would perish, without food for our bodies. Certain- 
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ly we can expect no growth nor strength if we do 
not feed our souls. 


There are certain definite evidences of immatur- 
ity for which we should search our hearts. One is 
bickering and contention among the children of 
God. The Corinthians had been having arguments 
among themselves. One would say, “I am of Paul.” 
Another would say, “I am of Apollos.” Then a 
third would speak up, “I am of Cephas (or Peter).” 
Putting it in a modern setting, we would hear it 
something like this. “Il am a Presbyterian.” “Not 
me, I’m a Baptist.” “J’m a Methodist.” “Oh, my 
family has always been in this denomination.”” And 
so on .. . Of this spirit Paul speaks as inspired of 
(sod and says, “And I, brethren, could not speak 
unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even 
as unto babes in Christ.” 


Another indication of “infancy” is lack of un- 
derstanding in doctrinal truth. We are not rooted 
and grounded in the word of God, having been 
established in the faith, we are immature. Paul 
pled with the Ephesian Christians, saying: “... Be 
no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried 
about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight 
of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie 
in wait to deceive.” 
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Sometimes, under the false leadership of the ban- 
ner of “Tolerance,” church people are led to be- 
lieve that any religion is all right as long as people 
are sincere. They soak up a little of Christian 
Science ; are tempted to taste the poison of Jehovah's 
Witnesses; are enchanted with the aesthetic appeal 
of Roman Catholicism, and most dangerous of all, 
are enticed by the subtle half-truths of Modernists 
who pose as followers of Jesus Christ. This is not 
an indication of tolerance, but is a distinct mark of 
spiritual immaturity! “As children, tossed to and 

Remember the Pied Piper? So beatifully did he 
play; so haunting and enchanting was his melody 
that all the Jittle children followed him. The 
grown-ups knew better! Only the children were led 
astray ! 

By way of contrast, the mature in the Lord will 


be strong in faith, patient and kindly, loving and 
true. Let’s use the word of God to set before us 
the marks of maturity. “Watch ye, stand fast in the 
faith, quit ye like men, be strong .. . . Speaking the 
truth in love, (let us) grow up into him in all 
things, which is the head, even Christ... . Walk 
worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, 
with all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffer- 
ing, forbearing one another in love; endeavoring 
to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
.. . Unto every one of us is given grace according 
to the measure of the gift of Christ... , for the 
perfecting (or maturing) of the saints... till we 
all come in the unity of the faith... 
(or full grown) man, unto the measure of the stat- 
ure of the fulness of Christ.”’ 


Here is the mark of a full grown Christian. 
How old are you? 


CHURCH 


NEWS 


Overtures To General Assembly 


Among the more important overtures to come 
before the General Assembly will be overtures on 
the following matters: 


Durant: that the General Assembly is the only 
representative of the Presbyterian Church, U. §., 
and no persons, agency or organization are author- 
ized to speak for the whole Church unless specific- 
ally instructed by the highest judicatory. 


Dallas: that no real property shall be acquired or 
disposed of by a local Church for the purpose only 
of locating a new Church or relocating an existing 
Church without the written permission of the Pres- 
bytery or extension committee of the Presbytery. 
The overture calls for this to become a part of the 
Book of Church Order and to apply to agencies of 
the Church as well. 


Dallas: that when local churches exceed 1,000 
members, an additional representative for each ad- 
ditional thousand members may be sent to Presby- 
tery. This would amend Paragraph 70 which now 
allows the minister and one elder to represent the 
Church in Presbytery. 


East Arkansas: that a U.S.A. minister serving a 
Federated U. S. or U.S.A. congregation may hold 
dual presbytery membership in both denominations. 


Charleston: that ministers against whom there 
are no charges who fail to engage in definite work 
in the Church for two years and who fail to show 
cause shall be divested of office. This does not 
apply, of course, to disabled or honorably retired 
ministers. 


Orange: that sufficient quantity of General As- 
sembly minutes be printed to send to each local 
Clerk of Session a free copy to become the Church’s 
property. 


Granville: that agency treasurers close their 
books on the 15th of the month following end of 
church year rather than the fifth as is now done. 


North Alabama: that the 1951 action on the 
church year (making it, in 1954, to correspond to 
the calendar year) be reversed and the church year 
continue as it now Is. 


Kanawha: same as preceding. 
Synod of West Virginia: same as preceding. 


Meridian: that the 1951 action setting up the 
equalization fund be rescinded. 


Ouachita: that a single church publreation shall 
be printed by the church agencies. 


East Hanover: that the Rev. John A. McLean, 
D.D., be permitted to speak for 30 minutes to the 
General Assembly on the International Christian 
University in Japan and to instruct its Board of 
World Missions to give positive support to the in- 
stitution. 


A COMMENTARY ON THE BIBLE 


By Matthew Henry 


Now again available after being out of print. New bio- 

graphical! edition. A monumenta!] work that has been for 

nearly two centuries without an equal and is to Bible 

teachers and to preachers what Shakespeare is to secular 

literature. Complete in every detail. Now in six-volume 
set, boxed, $24.50. Postpaid. 


Order From 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville ... North Carolina 


unto a perfect 


| 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


12 


| 


ele 


— 


Tuscaloosa: that the Negro Work of the Church 
be turned over to the Negro. 


Florida: (This overture is of such a vital nature, 
we print it in full). The Presbytery of Florida 
earnestly overtures the General Assembly to in- 
struct the Board of Education to revise our Sunday 
Schooh, literature wherever necessary to conform 
more glosely to the doctrinal standards of our 
Church’, specifically: 


1. To emphasize the authenticity of the Scrip- 
tures of the Old and New Testaments as the in- 
spired Word of God and the only infallible rule of 
faith and practice. 


2. To emphasize the necessity of regeneration for 
individual salvation. 


3. To emphasize the centrality of the vicarious 
atonement of Christ as the only basis of justification 


with God. 


4. To emphasize the prime importance of the 
revelation of God in the Bible rather than the ma- 
terials of His general revelation in nature. 


Meridian: that the General Assembly withdraw 
from the National Council of Churches of Christ 
in America. 


Synod of Alabama: that the General Assembly 
consider special needs of Montreat College because 
it is an institution of the General Assembly and its 
development is depending upon financial support 
more than other things now. 


Synod of Appalachia: that the General Assembly 


make provision for the support of Montreat. 


Synod of Florida: that the General Assembly 
adequately support Montreat College. 


Synod of Georgia: same as preceding. 

Synod of North Carolina: same as preceding. 
Synod of South Carolina: same as preceding. 
Synod of Tennessee: same as preceding. 


Greenbrier: that the General Assembly decline 
the appeal of Montreat College through the Board 
of Directors of the Mountain Retreat Association 
for adequate support. 


Black And White 


“For three years the congregation of San Fran- 
cisco’s Hope Presbyterian Church, rapidly growing 
in size, has been looking for a proper church build- 
ing. A dozen blocks away from the Hope Church’s 
temporary quarters, the Westminster Presbyterian 
Church was having the opposite proplem. Its 57- 
vear-old building was big and roomy but, as the 
neighborhood changed, the number of parishioners 


had dwindled. 


MAY 21.1952 


Recently, members of the two congregations be- 
yan to discuss their respective problems, decided 
on a merger. This week most of the +0 members 
of the Westminster congregation, all whites, and 
most of the 60 members of the Hope congregation, 
all Negroes, sat down together in the Westminster 
Church, officially united. For their minister they 
chose the Rev. Wesley L. Hawes, a Negro, pastor 
of the old Hope congregation.”—Time, May 12, 
1952. 


Church Youth And 


V ocational Guidance 


How can our Church make a more significant 
contribution to the guidance of its young people 
in their preparation for and choice of purposeful, 
satisfying and successful life careers? 


If our vouth are to approach life’s responsibilities 
and priveleges with the full measure of their ca- 
pacities, with Christian meaning in their work and 
genuine happiness as their lot, then it is in their 
church that this foundation must be laid. If they 
are to enter the mid-stream of Christian faith with 
Christian action in their work-a-day world, then it 
is in their communion, in close collaboration with 
their homes and supplementing the efforts of their 
schools, that this work must be centered. 


Many of the experiences around us in this mod- 
ern industrial age have highlighted the difficulties a 
vouth will meet if he chooses unwisely the work he 
will do. The number of vocational misfits, and oc- 
cupationally unhappy people tell this story only too 
well. Mere financial reward, social prestice alone, 
the right side of the railroad tracks only, and sheer 
power over his fellowmen will not give him the 
peace he seeks or the success he wishes to achieve. 
Nor will any combination of these goals be enough 
to satisfy his God given nature. 


Service, and service, alone, to both God and man, 
can be his touchstone for true happiness and the 
‘open sesame” of real success. Since “man’s chief 
end is to glorify God,” then nothing less than this 
can ever be his guide to his highest purpose. 


A vocational guidance plan, beginning in the local 
church and continuing in our church colleges and 
beyond, will be released this spring through your 
ministers. Perhaps in it can be one of the great con- 
tributions our Church can make to the youth of our 
generation today. 


—by Mr. Dallas Smith, Director of 
Christian Vocation, Presbyterian 


U.S. Board of Christian Education 


|  “T hereby give and bequeath to the Board of 
Directors of The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal Company (incorporated under the laws 
of the State of North Carolina) $ 

for the use and benefit of said company.” 
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WOMEN’S WORK 
W hite Cross 


Assignment of Quotas 


It is suggested that synodical chairmen apportion 
list of askings sent by Board of Women’s Work to 
presbyterial chairmen according to sizé, giving 
strength, and preference of women of each presby- 
terial. The same suggestion is made to presbyterial 
chairmen in apportioning quotas to local groups. 


Time Schedule 


By November 1: Synodical chairman to receive 
from Board of Women’s Work list of supplies for 
following year. 


By December 1: Presbyterial chairman to receive 
quota from synodical chairman. 


By January 15: Local group to receive quota 
from presbyterial chairman. 


January-November: Supplies prepared and 
shipped. 


By March 20 of following year: Synodical chair- 
man sends annual report to Board of Women’s 


Work. 


Loans And Scholarships 
Mean People 


“Loans and Scholarships.”” What that 
mean? Not just coins, not just checks, but people. 


The Competitive Scholarship Contest? ‘That 
means Sue and Tommy and other high school se- 
niors, writing autobiographies, taking tests, writing 
essays on “Why Attend A Christian College?” 
Only twenty very outstanding young people receive 
the scholarships—from $500 for four years to $100 
for one year, to be used at our own Presbyterian 
colleges—but many others become so impressed with 
the value of these colleges that they too enter them. 


The Student Loan Fund? That means Nancy, 
borrowing $200 a year to enable her to continue in 
one of these Presbyterian colleges; and learning 
thrift as month by month she repays the loan from 
the salary from that first job after graduation. It 
means, too, the men and women who for over forty 
vears have built this Fund, and those whose memory 
is honored by gifts bearing their names. 


The Fund Of Education For The Ministry And 
Mission Service? See John and Jim in the theo- 
logical seminary, and Anne at the Asembly’s Train- 
ing School, as they receive those checks—when $200 
makes such a difference! See them, too, after grad- 
uation, in faithful work for our Church—pastor, 
director of religious education, missionary to some 
far land—work which each year cancels a year’s 
loan. 
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Graduate Scholarships? George is a promising 
young instructor in a Presbyterian college. To be 
an even better teacher and sounder scholar, he needs 
further study. By meeting rigid conditions, he may 
earn a scholarship of $500 to $750. Because of this 
investment in one to whom teaching is a high call- 
ing, a college will be enriched and many oncoming 
students strengthened. 


They study; they teach; they give. “Loans and 
Scholarships” mean people. 
—Miss Katherine A. See, Associate, 
Department of Loans and Grants, 
Division of Higher Education, 
Board of Christian Education. 


Progress At Stillman 


To say that Stillman has made progress is, in 
itself, a true statement; but it cannot be taken to 
mean that Stillman is entirely in stride with the 
times and with other colleges of our Church today. 
On the other hand, this does not imply that Still- 
man is not striving to place itself among the ranks 
of the better colleges of our Church. 


It must be considered that Stillman, even though 
it has always been our Church’s only school for 
Negroes, has not been supported adequately by the 
Church. Therefore, it has had a much longer way 
to come to “catch up.” Since the enthusiasm and 
interest in Negro work in the 1870's that finally 
brought about the founding and establishing of 
Stillman in 1876 there has been a severe lack of 
concern through the years that has caused Stillman 
and Negro Work to suffer. 


It has been only by the tireless efforts and never- 
failing devotion to the cause of its past administra- 
tors that Stillman has survived to this day. 


But we believe that today a new day has already 
begun to dawn for Stillman. The selection of Still- 
man to receive the first $75,000.00 of the 1952 
Birthday Offering of the Women of the Church 
and the approval of the General Assembly to con- 
duct a one million dollar campaign for Stillman 
in 1953 are the most promising rays of hope. 


But also among the most encouraging facts is 
that more and more concerned Christians are ask- 
ing about Stillman, and more and more interested 
individuals and organizations are contributing to 
Stillman in various ways. We cannot help but be- 
lieve that Stillman will rise to the heights which 
we as true Presbyterians are capable of making it 
attain. 


In spite of the struggle for existence over the 
vears Stillman has managed to make progress, and it 
is still doing so. Since its establishment in 1876 in a 
three room house with a handful of students train- 
ing for the ministry, to its present day status as a 
four year college on a 155 acre campus with some 
ten major buildings and an enrollment of 280, it 
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has had a glorious history. It has had the association 
and the leadership of some of the great people of our 
Presbyterian Church U. S., beginning with its dis- 
tinguished founder, Dr. Charles A. Stillman, who 
later was honored by being elected Moderator of 
our General Assembly, and the Reverend Andrew 
Flinn Dickson who worked so faithfully with Dr. 
Stillman in the early days of the school. 


Dr. A. L. Phillips organized an academic depart- 
ment as his chief contribution to the school and Dr. 
J. G. Snedecor, for whom Snedecor Memorial 
Synod was named, worked diligently with the aid 
and encouragement of his wife to win the support of 


the Church for Stillman. 


Other names associated with Stillman through 
the years are W. F. Osburn, Dr. F. A. Brown, Mr. 
A. L. Jackson, and of course, Dr. Alex R. Batchelor 
and Dr. Samuel Burney Hay. Mrs. Hallie Paxson 
Winsborough, founder of the Women’s Auxiliary, 
was a great worker for Stillman. It was through 
her leadership that funds were raised for the con- 
struction of Winsborough Hall which stands on the 
campus today bearing her name and serving as the 
Women’s dormitory. 


Emily Estes Snedecor Hall, which was originally 
built as the hospital for the Nurses Training School 
and is now invaluable as a library-science building, 
carries the name of Mrs. J. C. Snedecor. Even today 
the great leaders of our Church are frequenting the 
Stillman campus and are serving it in every possible 
way. 


Not enough can be said to tell of the true friends 
Miss Janie W. McGaughey and her Board of 
Women’s Work and the Women’s Advisory Coun- 
cil have been and are to Stillman. It was through 
their concern that Stillman was chosen as a Birth- 


_ day Objective. Numerous others are serving in their 


own silent way. 


Now more than ever is a time for greater sup- 
port. Because Stillman has advanced to a full four 
year college awarding degrees to its graduates, it 
must provide a faculty of high calibre to meet ac- 
creditation requirements, and it must meet its plant 
maintenance needs that have accumulated through 
vears of necessary neglect because of lack of funds. 


We are Presbyterians, Stillman is Presbyterian, 
and we all are proud of our heritage and our pres- 
tige as such. We want everything associated with 
our great name to carry the same prestige. We now 
have the opportunity to give it to Stillman. 


The Man Tychicus | 


Paul, writing to Colossian Christians about his 
friend, Tychicus, whom he was sending to them, 
has given us a wonderful “thumb-nail sketch” of a 
Christian at work. 
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RETIRE IN FLORIDA 


BisLE PRESBYTERIAN GuEst HomME 
invites you 
to live in the land of eternal 
sunshine on beautiful 
LAKE MORTON 
Interested persons over 65 


Write P. O. Box 1047 
Lakeland ... Florida 


1. “Beloved Brother’: suggesting that first essen- 
tial of Christian service, the love of Christ con- 
straining us, so living in us, that for us to live 
is brotherhood. 


2. Faithful Minister’: not much is told us of the 
man Tychicus, but we do know that he was one of 
those Christians of Asia who traveled on in advance 
of Paul from Macedonia to Troas, and waited 
there for the Apostle’s arrival. (Acts 4:20). 


He was sent by Paul to carry his letter to the 
Ephesians (Eph. 6:21), and the letter to the Co- 
lossians (Col. 4:7). 


Paul also proposed to send him to Titus in Crete 
(‘Titus 3:12), but afterwards he was dispatched to 
Ephesus (II Tim. 4:12). 


His talents were not of the magnitude of Paul’s 
but surely they were as necessary. 


How Paul used him! to carry news essential to 
the spread of the Gospel, and comfort to Christians 
in time of trial. 


3. “Fellow Servant In The Lord’: To be a fel- 
low servant with Paul meant more than love and 
service. It meant also courage and faith, and con- 
stant will to sacrifice that Paul’s “heavenly vision” 


. might become reality. 


“Beloved brother—faithful minister—fellow ser- 


vant in the Lord!” Could more be said of Paul’s 


friend, Tychicus? 


In our study of the Letter to the Colossians, let 
us pray for ourselves, as Paul prayed for those 


- Christians. “That we may see things, as it were, 


from His point of view, by being given spiritual in- 
sight and understanding ... that our outward lives, 
which men see, may bring credit to our Master’s 
name—and joy to His heart, by bearing genuine 
Christian fruit, and that our knowledge of God 
may grow yet deeper.” (Phillips’ Translation). Be- 
loved—faithful—fellow servants! 


—Lucile J. (Mrs. A. R.) Larrick. 


FINE PEOPLE APPRECIATE FINE GIFTS 
GIVE THE JOURNAL! 
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